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men who rendered so great a service to their country should
never be forgotten. The three judges who joined Coke in this
protest were Chief Justice Fleming,1 Chief Baron Tanfield,
and Baron Altham. The King, however, took no pains to make
this opinion of the judges known, and Parliament met under
the impression that he was determined to maintain the right
which he had claimed.

The new session commenced on October 16. On the 19th,
the House of Commons showed its determination to carry on
Opening of ^s labours in the spirit of the former session by ap-
the session, pointing a Committee to review the Bills which had
failed in passing, and to select such as they thought were proper
to be sent up once more to the House of Lords.2 The Lower
House was very thinly attended. On the 22nd not more than a
hundred members were present. It was evident that there was
tittle heart for the business upon which they were to be en-
gaged. Still it was necessary to do something. On the 23rd a
message was sent by the Lords to request the Lower House to
meet them at a conference. Of that conference no account
has been handed down to us. A few days later, however, the
Commons sent to the Lords for a copy of the King's answers to
their petition of grievances. It can hardly be doubted that they
were hesitating to proceed with the contract until they could have
a more satisfactory answer than that which had been given in the
last session. On the 3ist, the day after they received the copy,
they were summoned to Whitehall. James begged them to let
him know whether they intended to go on with the contract or
not. If not, he would take some other course for the supply of
his wants. He was resolved to cut his coat according to his
cloth, but he could do nothing till he knew how much cloth
he was to have.

1  The occurrence of Fleming's name here should make us cautions in
supposing that he was influenced by servility in his judgment on Bate's
case.    He was regarded by his contemporaries as an honourable man.    In
1604 the House of Commons did him the high honour of requesting him to
retain his seat upon his appointment to the office of Chief Baron.

2  Cott. MSS. Tit. F. iv. fol. 130.   The proceedings of this session will
be found in Parl Deb. in 1610, 126-145.